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long been neglected by the rulers of the Shereefian
Empire
None the less the situation was difficult in the ex-
treme    El Hiba, one of those saints of the Sus, who
every now and then in the history of Morocco have
ridden out of the desert wastes at the head of their
veiled camelry and proclaimed themselves Sultan, had
occupied Marrakesh, the Moslem capital of the south,
and Lyautey found great difficulty in raising an ade-
quate force of men to cope with this new menace   Fez
was not yet secure    And the loss of Fez would have
been an overwhelming blow to French prestige    But
something had to be done    The capture and imprison-
ment of a number of Frenchmen in Marrakesh rendered
action imperative, and a small expeditionary force was
hurriedly  collected   and  despatched  under   Colonel
Mangm, for when you play for high stakes, risks have
to be taken    All went well    The Atlas Lords, notably
El Thami Glaoui of the great Glaoua clan, intimated
their readiness to help, and Colonel Mangin, engaging
El Hiba's horsemen and camelry, once more proved
the falsity of the tribesmen's belief in the efficacy of
spells laid upon the white men's guns, a belief which
has had so much to do with the height of the death-rate
in North Africa    El Hiba, his mehalla routed, fled
towards   Taroudant,   and   Marrakesh  was  occupied
without further difficulty.
Lyautey with immense energy now set about con-
solidating what he had gained Morocco is divided
into two parts by the High and Middle Atlas, and he
classified the country to the west and east of these
mountains as Maroc uhle, and Maroc inutile, respectively
He soon established order in the rich agricultural
plains of the former, and began to penetrate into the